150 The Metric System.

* Countries in which the metric system has been partly adop‘ed :

. Population.
Switzer'and. .. cvv-iviiiiniiniien § SN SOV SEART SRS ,500 000
Hause Towns 500.000
1enmark . ooveiiiiiie i . oo 3,000,000
AUSEria. vve i 37,000.000
British India 149,000,000
X . . 183,000,000
¢ Countries where it is permissive :
] : Population.
United KIngdom. vovvivviererseenniosienrsneiiiisesisienens 29.000,000
United States of AMEriCa. «ccve. s assersrrarocncscnireas 31,000 000
Prussia and North Germany........ GRS SR S SRR § 30,000,000
90,000,000

% On June 13th, 1868, the North German Parliament passed an Act, adopting the metrie
systrm, and declaring its use permissive from 1st January, 1870, but compulsory en and after
1st January, 1872,

“ Between many of the above-named countries and Canada. alarge and growing business
already exists, an 1 it seems desirable that the system upon which their computations of the
%nlk'apd weight of merchandize are founded, should be understood and put in practice in this

OMIM1IoN.

¢ Incidentally connected with the subject referred to your comrmittee; ‘is -the want of
wniformity ex:sting in the weights and measures ot the four provinces which compose this
Federation ; and it may not be irrelevant to point out some of the omissions and discrepancies
which char+cterize the statutes of Ugpper Canada, Lower Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova
Scotia. by which our weights and measures are still regplated. .

*“ And first, it may be noticed, thtt no common stindards of weights and measures are
established, nor are any means prescribed tor ascerta ning whether or not the old Provincia!
standardsdagree w:th, or differ from, each other; or to whose custody they are, or should be
committed.

** Again, certain old English measures of eapacity, both dry and liguid, which have been
long since abolished in the United Kingdom, are still in use, and are legal measures in parts
of the Dominion. Of these the following instances may be cited :

*1st. The old English Wine gallon, six of which are not quite equal to five of the Imperial
gallon, now in use in England. ) .

= 2nd. The old English Winchester bushel, which is less, in the proportion of 32 to 33, than
the Ymperial bushel in England. . K L.

** The following tabular statement exhibits certain discrepancies, in stating the legal
weight of a bushel of our starle grains and seeds, as well as of other articles of produce, which
the laws ef the var ous Provinees sanction :—

s e Ontario and i
Grains, Seeds, ete. Quebec. Nova Scotia. | p.uncwick.

WHhHeat ..co vonsnsis v00ih 288 s5ana desves cu8lonaes 60
1I}'ndiﬁm (63)'5 W ..

Clover feed
Timothy Seed
Buackwheat..........
Potatoes and Turnips ..
Carrots, Parsnips, Beets
Fiax Seed ...... Ceee

Hemp Seed .
Blue Grass Se
Castor Beans
Balt ........
Dried Apples ..
Dried Peaches

Malt ...ocoveevnnnns

, and Onions

Norr.—!n Nova Sentia a bushel of foreign barley must weigh 52 pounds, but a bushel of
barley, the produce of the Province, necd only weigh 48 pounds.

“In Quebec, it is provided that coals shall be sold by the chaldron or bushel, and that
the chaldron shall contain six Imperial Winchester bushels, a measure which, it is believed,
does not exist. L A . .

#Tn Nova Seotia, the law defines the weight of a ton of coals as 2.240 1bs, avoirdupoia.

“Tn New Brunswi-k, -coals are, by law, sold per ton weight. and the ton is fixed at 2,000
Ibs. avoirdupois. - ¢ . . .

“In Ontario, the ton weight, without any reference to coals, is fixed at 2,000 Ibs.
avoirdupois. .

- % ]In Lower Canada,now Q‘uebec, the old measures of the ““arpent,” the “minot,” and the
Paris foot, though ob-olete in France, aro still in use ; and as the arpent is smaller than the




